calls forth similar reservations. It is a weak treatment of the context in which MacMillan rose to prominence. It reiterates the familiar assertions of earlier, inferior popular histories, skims over crucial issues of forest policy and timberland speculation, and contains a number of errors (e.g. "Mossan" for Mossom Boyd). Future historians of the British Columbia forest industry must do better than this. Overall, Empire of Wood suffers, even as a popular history, from a lack of thematic unity and interpretive bite. It has no story to tell other than the story of corporate development and much of this is conveyed in surprisingly ponderous prose. Yet by Canadian standards Empire of Wood is a "best seller" of sorts. With over nine thousand hardback copies in print, a paperbound edition of the book is soon to appear. I wonder why. Compared to the railroad giants with which it had to compete, the CGW seemed an undernourished ragamuffin. Indeed, Iowans and others constantly confused the Great Western with the rival and much larger Chicago & North Western (C&NW) consequently, the CGW was forced to innovate-with rates, service, and even motive power. The road was, for instance, an industry leader in the movement of trailers-on-flatcars and it was an early convert to diesels. The quality of its management generally was good although an unfortunate scandal marred its reputation at midlife. By 1960 a new era of mergers had begun within the railroad industry; it was only a matter of time before the CGW would be involved. So it was. The road became part of the Chicago & North Western on July 1, 1968. Precious little of it remains in service today.
The fact that most of it has been abandoned is not evidence that the CGW should never have been bom. The company did much to develop its five-state service area and faithfully served its patrons for neariy a century. H. Roger Grant compellingly demonstrates this in The Corn Belt Route. Grant's great handicap in preparing the account was the absence of adequate primary sources. The State Historical Society of Iowa in 1968 took no interest in the records of the Great Western, although it was the only Class-1 carrier based in the state, and the C&NW saved only the barest minimum for its own purposes. The book's endnotes attest to Grant's tenacity in rooting out every conceivable secondary source as well as his skill in weaving oral history into a complete manuscript. The book is well written and handsomely designed on an unusual 8y2x9y2 inch format.
Most important. The Corn Belt Route is a credit to the company whose history it chronicles, to the memory of those Great Western trains that today roll along only in the recesses of the mind, and to Engineer Fuller and all his kith and kin. It will be of special interest to those concerned with the history of business, railroads, Iowa, and the upper Midwest; it will also attract the general reader.
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